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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, May 22, 2017, at 3 p.m. 

House of Representatives 
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2017 

The House met at 9 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving and gracious God, we give 
You thanks for giving us another day. 

Bless the Members of the people’s 
House during these decisive days. May 
they remain genuine enough to pre-
serve their integrity, great enough to 
be humble, and good enough to keep 
their faith, always regarding public of-
fice as a sacred trust. Give them the 
wisdom and the courage to fail not 
their fellow citizens nor You. 

Bless as well all those who serve: 
those men and women who are in the 
Armed Forces and, at the end of this 
week, those men and women of the blue 
line, who protect us daily in our 
homes, towns, and cities. 

May all that is done be for Your 
greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a 
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 

from Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. WOMACK led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-

tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

DRUG COURT SUPPORT 
(Mr. WOMACK asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of drug courts and 
veterans treatment courts in America. 

No one disputes the issues of ramp-
ant drug use and abuse in our Nation 

and the tremendous hardship it is plac-
ing on families, on businesses, and our 
criminal justice system. Recently, I 
met a remarkable young man from Ar-
kansas who epitomizes the critical 
need to expand these lifesaving pro-
grams. 

Blayne was facing 20 years in prison 
because of a 10-year addiction to opioid 
prescription drugs that spiraled out of 
control while experimenting in college. 
Today he is a father to three beautiful 
children, owns his own home, and is 
giving back to his community—all be-
cause a drug court in Arkansas saved 
him. 

This month is National Drug Court 
Month. Drug courts represent one of 
our Nation’s most successful strategies 
for intervention. 

I support drug courts and veterans 
treatment courts. I am counting on my 
colleagues to ensure they are properly 
supported and funded. The return on 
investment is incalculable. 

f 

DIRECT CONNECT TO SUCCESS 
ACT 

(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the Direct Connect to 
Success Act. 

In my district and across the State of 
Florida, hundreds of thousands of striv-
ing students start in community col-
leges and automatically get admitted 
into our 4-year universities if they 
graduate with a minimum of 2.0. A 4- 
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year degree opens up even more oppor-
tunities for these students, many of 
whom come from underserved and rural 
areas. 

This has been a nationally recognized 
program that is only available in a few 
States, but by expanding this simple, 
proven program nationwide, we will ex-
tend the opportunity to continue high-
er education to millions more hard-
working, deserving students. 

We can all agree that government 
has a role to play in reducing barriers 
to success, and this guaranteed admis-
sion is a low-cost, highly efficient way 
to remove this big barrier. I ask you 
and others to join me in support of the 
Direct Connect to Success Act to cre-
ate more opportunities to pursue the 
American Dream for all students. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
POLICE WEEK 

(Mr. CULBERSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, every 
day law enforcement officers across 
America put their lives on the line to 
protect our communities and our fel-
low citizens. National Police Week is 
an opportunity for all Americans to 
recognize and express our deep appre-
ciation for those law enforcement offi-
cers and first responders for their self-
less service. 

I want to take a moment to honor 
those who have lost their lives in the 
line of duty. 

In Harris County, Texas, we recog-
nize and remember the lives of Chief 
Clint Greenwood and Deputy Darren 
Goforth, who worked tirelessly to keep 
Houston safe. Both of these men served 
their communities and families honor-
ably, and we are so grateful for their 
sacrifice. 

As chairman of the Commerce, Jus-
tice, Science, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Subcommittee, it is and 
will continue to be one of my top prior-
ities to ensure that our law enforce-
ment officers have the resources they 
need to protect our communities and 
to protect themselves. We must always 
honor and protect those who protect 
us. 

I express a deep thanks to the people 
of Texas and America, to all our uni-
formed officers, for their dedicated 
service to our Nation. 

f 

HONORING BUD SIMMONS 

(Mrs. HARTZLER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in praise of a good Missourian and a 
good friend who has done a great deal 
to honor our men and women in uni-
form. 

For 18 years, Bud Simmons has 
hosted a Troop Hero Appreciation Day 
at his Pier 31 Marina and Restaurant 
on Lake of the Ozarks in Missouri, 
where he treats military families to a 

delicious meal, boat rides on the lake, 
numerous prizes, and a day together as 
a family away from the stresses of 
military life. 

If you ask Bud why he does it, he will 
tell you that freedom is not free and 
that he wants to honor our heroes who 
are pledging their lives to protect ours. 
He remembers how many troops re-
turning from Vietnam were never 
thanked for their sacrifices, and he 
doesn’t want that mistake repeated. 

This year’s event on Saturday, June 
10, is the last time that Bud will host 
this event. I want to thank Bud for his 
efforts to honor those who serve. He 
has made a difference in countless lives 
of servicemen, servicewomen, and their 
families, and we are all grateful for his 
example, his leadership, and his patri-
otism. 

God bless you, Bud. 
f 

HONORING FALLEN POLICE 
OFFICERS 

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to thank Michigan’s police offi-
cers for their selfless service and to 
honor the fallen. 

Isaiah 6:8 says: ‘‘Whom shall I send? 
And who will go for us? And I said, 
‘Here I am. Send me.’ ’’ 

Every time our law enforcement offi-
cers put on their uniform, they are say-
ing, ‘‘Send me.’’ 

In cities and small towns all over the 
United States, law enforcement offi-
cers act as our protectors, defenders, 
and ambassadors of peace. They hold 
that thin blue line between thriving, 
healthy communities and chaos. 

During the past few months, I have 
had the pleasure of getting to know of-
ficers serving the Escanaba, Gaylord, 
and Traverse City communities in spe-
cific, and all across the First District, 
and I can say without pause that 
Michiganders are in capable and caring 
hands. 

We owe a debt of gratitude, a debt of 
cooperation, and a debt of consistent 
support to our law enforcement offi-
cers. 

God rest the souls of the fallen. Keep 
their friends, families, and fellow offi-
cers in your hearts and prayers. 

f 

PROBATION OFFICER PROTECTION 
ACT OF 2017 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 324, I call up 
the bill (H.R. 1039) to amend section 
3606 of title 18, United States Code, to 
grant probation officers authority to 
arrest hostile third parties who ob-
struct or impede a probation officer in 
the performance of official duties, and 
ask for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

SIMPSON). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 324, the bill is considered read. 

The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1039 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Probation 
Officer Protection Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORITY OF PROBATION OFFICERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3606 of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘‘and return 
of a probationer’’ and by inserting ‘‘author-
ity of probation officers’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘If there’’ and inserting ‘‘(a) 
If there’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b) A probation officer, while in the per-

formance of his or her official duties, may 
arrest a person without a warrant if there is 
probable cause to believe that the person has 
forcibly assaulted, resisted, opposed, im-
peded, intimidated, or interfered with the 
probation officer, or a fellow probation offi-
cer, in violation of section 111. The arrest au-
thority described in this subsection shall be 
exercised under such rules and regulations as 
the Director of the Administrative Office of 
the United States Courts shall prescribe.’’. 

(b) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions for subchapter A of chapter 229 of title 
18, United States Code, is amended by strik-
ing the item relating to section 3606 and in-
serting the following: 
‘‘3606. Arrest authority of probation offi-

cers.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. After 1 
hour of debate on the bill, it shall be in 
order to consider the amendment print-
ed in House Report 115–127, if offered by 
the Member designated in the report, 
which shall be considered read, shall be 
separately debatable for the time spec-
ified in the report equally divided and 
controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, and shall not be subject to a 
demand for a division of the question. 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
GOODLATTE) and the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) each will con-
trol 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

asked unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
within which to revise and extend their 
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 1039. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
PERMISSION TO POSTPONE PROCEEDINGS ON 

AMENDMENT TO H.R. 1039, PROBATION OFFICER 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2017 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that the question 
of adopting the amendment to H.R. 
1039 may be subject to postponement as 
though under clause 8 of rule XX. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Before I address the bill under con-
sideration today, I would like to take a 
few minutes to honor a very special 
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